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In the original Pali for the Pali Text Society, and
about a dozen have been translated into English,
seven of them by myself in the volume entitled
" Buddhist Suttas " in the Sacred Books of the East.
A disadvantage of the arrangement in dialogues,
more especially as they follow one another accord-
ing to length and not according to subject, is that it
Is not easy to find the statement of doctrine on any
particular point which is interesting one at the
moment. It was very likely just this consideration
which led to the compilation of the other two
collections included in this Pitaka. In the first,
called the Anguttara Nikaya, all those points of
Buddhist doctrine capable of expression in classes
are set out in order. This practically includes most
of the psychology and ethics of Buddhism. For it
is a distinguishing mark of the Dialogues them-
selves to arrange the results arrived at in carefully
systematlsed groups. You are familiar enough in
the West with similar classifications, summed up in
such expressions as the Seven Deadly Sins, the Ten
Commandments, the Thirty-nine Articles, the Four
Cardinal Virtues, the Seven Sacraments, and a host
of others. These numbered lists (it is true) are
going out of fashion. The aid which they afford to
memory is no longer required in an age in which
books of reference abound. It was precisely as a